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December 13th proved to be a
special day for the latest Prince Edward-
Hastings Habitat for Humanity family but
December 20 was an even bigger one.

Dedication of the eleventh Affiliate
home on December 13th saw a large crowd
of volunteers and board members join the
Snider family for the official handing over of
the keys and dedication of their new home.
Then one week later, the Snider family of
seven, moved in just in time for Christmas.

As a Picton Gazette story reported,
”Ron Snider and his wife Kimberly fought
back tears when thanking the people who
gave so much of their time and energy into
building a new home for them and their five
daughters.”

“It’ s amazing, amazing. It’s hard to
really put into words,” Ron said.

“It feels like a miracle. Every time I
walked into the house during the build to help
out or to drop something off, it never ceased
to amaze me, said Kimberly.

“I always got a little emotional
because I couldn’t believe all the people that
were  coming together to do something, she
added.

Bloomfield’s Bethany Christian
Reformed Church helped raise the $50,000
for the build and many local businesses and
community groups contributed time, money

experience and materials to the
project. Prince Edward County
government waved the various
building fees to help move the
project along.

Affiliate president, Norah
Buckley said at times the build was
difficult. The house was the first
Habitat house in Canada to use
straw bales as insulation and the
process was very labour intensive.

Key to the straw bale
construction was Tina Therrien,
sole proprietor of  Camel’s Back
Construction Company. Dedicated
to using straw bale construction

First straw bale
Habitat for Humanity
home completed in
time for Christmas in
Picton

This straw bale home, a first for Habitat Canada, presented challenges for  Prince
Edward-Hastings Habitat for Humanity volunteers, but in the end it was all worth
while. Dedication of the home was December 13 and move in day December 20.

Fundraising
events planned for

February

February 4
Philanthroparty

February 13
Knights of Columbus Fishing

Derby

February 21
Annual Curling Bonspiel

Details on page 8

Details on page 8

Details on page 4
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July5 2009

June 24, 2009

July 16, 2009

Juky 20, 2009

Aug 1, 2009

Juky 29, 2009

July 30, 2009

Aug. 1, 2009

Sept 29, 2009

Jimmy, our master Habitat volunteer,
and retired electrician, works on the
wiring. This is Jimmy’s third Habitat
project...and he retains his great sense of
humour too.

Site supervisor, Henry deWolde, (r) chats
with Habitat president, Norah Buckley,
while homebuyer, Ron Snider looks on
during the dedication ceremony Dec. 13th.

Sod turning May 27, 2009

Sod turning ceremony,
May 27, 2009
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Aug. 11, 2009

Aug 17, 2009

Aug. 20, 2009

Aug 20, 2009. The first straw  bales are up Aug 20, 2009

Nov. 29, 2009

Sept 10, 2009

Nov. 29, 2009

Dec. 13, 2009

Dec. 13, 2009, The Snider family

Dec. 13, 2009

Dec. 13, 2009

Dec
13,
2009

Sept. 10, 2009

Sept 29, 2009
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The seventh annual Habitat for Humanity Curling Bonspiel set for February
21 at the Prince Edward  Curling Club will help raise funds for the 2010 home
build project.

The mixed Habitat for Humanity Charity Bonspiel will be a fun competition
as a mid-winter fundraising event in support of the 2010 Habitat build project.

Last year’s bonspiel raised funds for the 11th Habitat home built in Picton
during 2009. The straw bale construction technique was a first for the Prince
Edward-Hastings Affiliate and for Habitat Canada.

A build committee from Bethany Christian Reformed Church in Bloomfield
lead the project with help from members of the original County build committee.

The curling bonspiel at the Picton Curling Club on Sunday February 21
will be a one-day event and the $100 team entrance fee will include a hot meal and
prizes along with lots of curling fun. A total of 8 teams can be accommodated.

 “Teams can be mixed, all male, all female, whatever people want to do.
We just want to have some fun and raise money for Habitat,” said bonspiel planning
committee chair, Patrick Phillips.

“Many teams have already been formed, so if your business or club wants
to get into the bonspiel, you’d better call for registration and pledge sheets right
away before a February 1 deadline he said.

Each team member will be asked to gather pledges on behalf of the Habitat
project as part of the day’s activities.

Information, registration and pledge sheets are available at the web site,
www.habitatpeh.org. or contact Patrick Phillips, bonspiel planning committee chair,
at 613-476-0027.

Seventh annual curling bonspiel set to go
for February 21

Curlers had a great time last year and raised funds for the 2009 build in Picton.

  Want to Volunteer?
*At the ReStore                 *At the next build
 *At the Committee level    *At the Board

Call Melanie  613-969-1415

Few Words from the Family
Selection & Partnering
Committee....
by Bonnie Dobson

At the time of the June newsletter,
we had recently selected the Snider family
for the new Picton home which was just
beginning to take shape. The family
worked hard all summer and fall and more
than exceeded their obligation of
completing 500 hours of “Sweat Equity”.

A Dedication and Open House
of the new home was held on Sunday,
December 13, 2009. The Sniders were
thrilled, excited and very appreciative to
be able to move into their new home the
week before Christmas.

Family Partnering goes on
throughout the year with the Habitat
families on an as needed and individual
basis and is done by members of the
committee.

The FS & P committee is ready
and anxious to move forward to the next
selection process once it has been
determined when and where the next build
will take place. At that time, information
sessions will be held for those interested
in finding out more about Habitat and who
then decide that they want to complete
an application.

A deadline will be set to receive
completed applications and the
assessment process which takes from 4 -
6 months begins.

Members of the FS & P
committee have been as follows:
Nora Barber, Muriel Brand, Anne Clark,
Wendy O’Neill, Marcie Warren ,Andrew
Wilson, Roy Young, Bonnie Dobson,
Chair

We will be welcoming two new
members to the committee this year in the
name of Cheryl Whiteman and Samantha
Hayward.

So, with those additions we have
a full committee of volunteers to do the
work of Family Selection and Partnering
and I would like to thank the committee
members for their conscientious
commitment to the work that we do.
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The varied fundraising events kept many busy in 2009

Prince Edward-Hastings Habitat for Human-
ity President, Norah Buckley, shares some
rest time with Vice President, Bonnie Dobson
during a Fall fundraising ball tournament in
Wellington.

Richard Dominico, Dr. Chris Hayman,
Donna O’Neil, Bonnie Delaney shown here
joined Archdeacon Jim McShane and Dr.
Sylvain Duchaine to read at the Habitat/
CBC Dickens The Christmas Carol in
December.

Charles Dickens
Christmas Carol
reading popular

The Third annual reading of
Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol in
cooproration with CBC Radio was held
in the beautiful St. George’s Anglican
Church, Trenton in December.

Host Trenton Mayor John
Williams welcomed about 100 people
to the event that raised around $1,000
for the Affiliate.

Music by St. George’s Choir
directed by Nicki McShane and the Just
Friends Choir directed by Jane Lavery-
Leja with guest organist Al Boyce,
guitarist Gerry Quick and vocal soloist
Heather Kingdon.

Financial sponsorship from
provided by ScotiaMcLeod

A special thanks goes out to the
committee of Nathan Brinklow, Ellen
Cooper, Linda Grimson, Angela
Mawer, Karel Vanek and Chair, Bonnie
Dobson and to all participants and other
volunteers who were involved in making
this event a great success

Gala auction/dinner &Blumen’ s
evening proved successful

A special dinner and auction
fundraising event in November took in
over $5,000 towards the Picton straw bale
Habitat home.

The well attended event, held at
the Prince Edward Community Centre in
Picton proved popular, especially the roast
beef dinner organized by the folks

of the Bloomfield’s Bethany Christrian Reformed Church.
A earlier gourmet dinner, organized by the same group in October,  held at

Picton’s Blumen restaurant,  not only added to the waistlines of participants, but
added to the fundraising bottom line for the 2009 Picton build in a very satisfying
way with about $3,200.
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It takes a community to build a Habitat for Humanity home

Volunteer

for the

next build

613-969-1415

Bethany Christian Reformed Church
in partnership with Habitat for Humanity
Prince Edward Hastings,  wishes to express
our sincere gratitude to everyone who was
involved in any way or contributed in any way
to the success of our 2009 Build,  46 Barker
Street, Picton.  (Every effort has been made to
include everyone to the best of our ability.  If
we have omitted anyone, please accept our
apologies.)

5th Town Artisan Cheese Co
Allenand Margaret Koopmans
Anderson Equipment Rentals
Angelo’s Pizzera
Armtec
Audio Vision
Bank of Montreal
Bank of Nova Scotia
Battlefield Equipment Rentals
Bay of Quinte Mutual Insurance
Bethany CRC ‘lunch’ & ‘coffee’ crews
Bev Skidmore, Century 21
Blumen Garden Bistro
Books and Company
Brent Bodrug
C.B. Fennell Ltd.
Camel’s Back Construction
Canada Bread Franchise
Canadian Tire
Canarm Ltd.
Casa Lucia
CB Fennell
CF Evans Lumber Co. Ltd.
CGC Inc.
Cherry Valley Lion’s Club
Cherry Valley Women’s Institute
Churches of the County
CIL
Closson Chase Winery
CMHC
Collin and Lisa Williams
Cooper’s Insulating
Copper Kettle Chocolate
Council of Prince Edward County
County Farm Centre
County Weekly News
Cuz’s Bar
Dan Claxton Electric
David Carr Septic
Dayton Manufacturing
Deadato Foods
Dick Prinzen
Dino’s Pizzeria
Doug Stark Electric
Drew Harrison Haulage
Ed and Sandi Tayler
Electrical Safety Authority
Essential Relaxation
Exterior Decor

Fairview Farms
G.T. Machining
Gary Mitchell Electric
Giant Tiger
Gord Mark Heating and Cooling
Green Gables
HD Supply/Brafasco
Henry Terpstra Aggregates
Hickory Homes
Holcim
Home Depot
HPE District School Board
Hunter Douglas Canada Inc.
Hydro One
J.J.’s Texas Grill
Kathy’s Collections
Kente Enterprises
Koopman’s Auction Services
Leon’s Furniture & Appliances
Liz/s Place
Lockyer’s Country Garden
Lynn Leavitt
Mark Armstrong Glass
MCAP
Members of the Community of PEC
Metro
Mia Lane
Newell Rubbermaid
Nightingale’s
No Frills
Norman Hardy Winery
Ontario Duct Cleaning
Osram Sylvania Ltd.
Paper Images
PE District Women’s Institute
PEC Agricultural Society/Fair Board
PEFAC
Phil Norton
Picton Home Hardware
Picton Rotary Club
Picton United Church ‘lunch’ ladies
Portabella
Power Concrete
Printcraft
Prinzen Ford
Pure County Bottled Water
PXL Cross Linked Foam Corp.
QuinWelch/Welch LLP
RenewAbility Engergy Inc.
Renovators
Reynolds & Murray C.A.
Rona Building Center
Rose Faith
Rose Hall Run Winery
Ruddy Electric
Sandbanks Winery
Schneider Electric Ltd.
Schoonhaven Landscaping
Schroedter’s Market

Scooperman Ice Cream Parlour
Scotiabank
Scott Wentworth Landscaping
Sears Canada Inc.
Sherman Drywall
Sobeys
Steve Conley General Contracting
Styletto Paint Brushes
Subway, Picton
Swan Transport
TFP Stairs and Railings
The Picton Gazette
Tim Hortons
Torlys Flooring
Toronto Dominion Bank
Veenstra Plumbing and Heating
Waring House
Waupoos Estate Winery
Whirlpool
Wight’s Greenhouse
Wolseley Mechanical Group
All those who contributed in some way to
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What an amazing year it has
been for our Affiliate!  It seems that time
is moving along at break neck speed
as we pull together build plans,
fundraisers and awareness campaigns. 

The past year has seen us
working in Picton on a fabulous straw
bale constructed home for a deserving
family of seven.  With the home closing
just days before Christmas, the family
was extremely excited for the holidays
this year.  The partner family said that
a mortgage payment coming out on the
first of January would be the best New
Years present they could have.  This
statement is a very telling one.  It
speaks volumes about the impact we
have on local families and their pride
of ownership.  Not many families see
a monthly mortgage payment as a
blessing the way Habitat partner
families do.  With each payment the
family is building equity that they never

dreamed they would have for their
future.  Each payment moves our families
closer and closer to breaking the cycle
of poverty that would have otherwise, in
all likelihood, plagued them for the rest
of their lives.   It is such an amazing thing
to see a family gain homeownership!
  We have stretched our legs as
an affiliate, traveling to some regions that
we have been supporting through
international tithe with each home we
build.  In May we built in Tajikistan in
celebration of the completion of our 10th

local home project and In November we
had the honor of building with Former
President and his wife Rosalyn in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. 

Through these experiences I was
again reminded that a home is something
that makes a family feel whole and stable,
regardless of where in the world they
live.  In the heat of the Chaing Mai sun, I
watched a grown man cry tears of
happiness and gratitude.

  He shared a blessing with our
team of 14 Canadians who gathered to
toil in the heat to ensure his family had a
home at the end of the week.  While we
did not understand his words, his tears
and glowing smile told us the value of

our work and that was more than
thanks enough to feel our hearts swell
with pride and feel motivated to
continue to advocate for Habitat for
Humanity in our home communities a
world away.
  2010 will be a busy year, we
are launching some fantastic new
fundraisers to support our ever-
growing build plans.  Amongst my list
of wishes for 2010 is to engage
members of the community in new and
different ways, to see more regular
smiling volunteers in our ReStore,
helping customers to save money on
home renovations while raising funds
for the affiliate to build more and, as
always, to be given the gift of support
from our community. 

 Donating time, money, land
or simply a voice will allow us to
continue building homes, and building
hope in Prince Edward and Hastings
Counties.
  My family and I have just
finished another holiday season where
we have spent time sitting in my home,
enjoying the richness of family and
friends. Amidst the busyness of life,
I’m reminded again that everything that
is most meaningful to me is inside those
four walls. The difference, of course,
between myself and many Canadian
families, is that over the holidays, I had
a safe, decent place to celebrate, while
too many still do not. 

My biggest wish for 2010 is
that amidst the hustle and bustle of our
daily routines, we take pause to
remember families that still need our
leadership, commitment and best
efforts and that as a community, we
can engage in the inspiring work of
Habitat for Humanity. 

Prince Edward-Hastings Habitat for Humanity Executive Director, Melanie Flynn,
in 30C+ conditions in Thailand works on house #17 during the Jimmy &
Rosalynn Carter Habitat for Humanity work project, “The Mekong Build 2009”.

Affiliate participates
in Carter’s Melong
Build 2009
by  Melanie Flynn
Executive Director

Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter
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Robert W Bradshaw M.B.
Prince Edward Hastings
Restore Manager 

With  2009 behind us and 2010 here, we at the Restore are very
excited about the upcoming year. I have great hopes for the Restore and firmly
believe that this is going to be a record-breaking year, not only for sales but
also for new and improved concepts and involvement.

The Restore operates primarily with volunteers. In 2009 we had some
fantastic people give their time and expertise to help us raise funds for our affiliate:
allowing them to build more homes.
    The Restore is always looking for creative individuals to join our volunteer
family. We are expanding our horizons and many of you reading this newsletter
have a special ability that could make a world of difference to us. GET
INVOLVED!

Any amount of time volunteering here is rewarded each time a family
receives the keys to their new home. I can personally guarantee that the feeling
you have by contributing time at the Restore and making a difference in a family’s
life is everlasting. I live for that feeling and experience it every day; you should
join us here at the Restore and experience it for yourself!
 

2010 promises to
be a banner year
for Restore

Break the blah’s by joining
Habitat for Humanity at the 2010
Philanthroparty at the Empire Theatre on
Thursday February 4th.

This after work experience is
designed to give you a night off from your
daily routine while helping a great local
charity!

We’re taking going for drinks
after work to a whole new level! Food,
Friends, Music and dancing – who could
ask for more on a Thursday evening?
(and for all you last minute shoppers, our
auction items will be sure to please that
someone special as a Valentine’s day gift!)

Hosted by Sean Kelly and
Orlena Cain of Mix 97 with performances
by Much Music Video Award Winner,
Sean Jones and So You Think You Can
Dance Canada Dancers, Melanie
Mah and Cody Bonnel. Great auction

items including spa packages, car
detailing and landscaping and much,
much more! A Sleeman Beer and
delicious munchies by Sand Souci are
included in your ticket price! Sponsored,
in part, by QuintEssential Credit Union,
Sleeman Breweries and Ramada Inn
Tickets: Empire Theatre, Belleville.
$35. 613-969-0099.

Party at the Empire set
for Feb 4

Fishing Derby in
support of Habitat for
Humanity Feb. 13.

The third annual Knights of
Columbus fishing derby, Feb 13th, will
help support the Affiliate’s plans for 2010.

The day of fishing will be
followed by a  roast beef dinner and
dance at the Fish and Game Club of
Belleville and District from the 6 pm
cocktails and 7 pm dinner to a dance
following the meal..

The twenty dollar derby
entrance fee includes the dinner and
dance.

Cash prizes plus many others
are up for grabs for derby participants.
First prize is $300, second is $150
and third is $75.

Weigh-in is between 9am and
5pm at the Fish and Game Club,
Elmwood Drive Belleville; Lucky Plus
Convenience and Gas Bar, 22530
Loyalist Parkway, Trenton; St.
Gregory School, 7 Owen Street,
Picton.

Tickets are available at
Habitat for Humanity ReStore, Bay
View Auto, Luck Plus Convenience
and Gas Bar, Performance Auto,
Quinte Outdoor Sports, and Skevy’s
Belts.

For more information call
Owen Moher 613-771-0426; Jack
Koomen 613-969-7471;  Dave
Fleming 613-847-6013;  or call
Melanie at the Habitat for Humanity
office at 613-969-1415.

Norah Buckley, President
Sharon Donahoe, Faith Relations
Chair
Dan Coleman, Treasurer
Bonnie Dobson, Vice President,
Chair of Family Selections
Committee
Kerry Burgess, Chair Risk
Management
Angela Mawer
Phillip Lappan
Gary Sopaz
John Brisbois
Steve Everhardus
Samantha Hayward
Jean Kaladeen
Anne Marie Aquino-Coward

Executive Director
Melanie Flynn
ReStore Manager
Rob Bradshaw

Prince Edward-Hastings
Habitat for Humanity
Board of Directors

Staff
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Every
year at this
time, it is
always an
i m m e n s e
feeling of
satisfaction to
realize that we
h a v e

completed another home build, and the
family has been able to move in just in

Latest home
build pr oject
brings great
satisfaction
by Norah Buckley
President

time to spend Christmas in their new
surroundings.  It is also with an immense
feeling of relief that all the hurdles of the
build have been surpassed, and even the
bills are mostly paid off.

The partnership with Bethany
Christian Reformed Church brought in
a good many new people with some
amazing talents.  They planned and held
some great events in the County this
year, ranging from BBQ’s to baseball
tournaments to the most elegant and
delicious dining experience at Blumen’s
restaurant.  My mouth waters at the
memory of it.

Very shortly however we
embark on our next projects for 2010.
Our plans include a home in Quinte

West, and some large changes for our
ReStore. It promises to be a very
exciting year.

Watch our facebook
presence for more upcoming events,
including the curling bonspiel in the
County, the Philanthroparty at the
Empire Theatre Feb 4th, featuring
Sean Jones, dancers from “So you
think you can dance Canada”, local
radio personalities, and fabulous food.

I would like to encourage
anyone who might be interested in
joining the board, to give us a call.
We are interested in people with a
wide range of talents, both for the
board, and for the various committees.
Hope to hear from you soon.

Executive Director, Melanie
Flynn representated the

Prince Edward-Hastings
Habitat for Humanity

Affiliate at the 2009 Jimmy
Carter build project in

Thailand. Here are a few
memories of that build....
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